
Life Jacket Lessons Learned

➢Life Jacket inflation results

➢AIS transponders Installation

➢Light Placement

➢Storage – Removing/Deploying Equip

➢Manual pull inside life jacket

➢Manual pull wrapped around inflator

➢Corroded Cylinders



Abbreviations   

➢PFD - Personal Flotation Device

➢EPIRB - Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon

➢PLB - Personal Location Beacon

➢AIS - Automatic Identification System

➢MOB - Man Overboard

➢DSC - Digital Selective Calling

➢RLS - Return Link Service

➢SART - Search and Rescue Transponder

➢VHF - Very High Frequency

➢MMSI - Maritime Mobile Service Identity



Demonstration

• Demo will:

➢Manually inflate a lifejacket that will in turn:

1. Activate an AIS MOB beacon

2. The VHF radio will receive a DSC signal and will give 
an audible DSC alarm



AIS Man Overboard (MOB) Beacon

(DSC)

(AIS)

On-scene rescue efforts



The text information displayed depends on the brand of the 
chartplotter.

AIS SART symbol

If the AIS MOB beacon is activated in 
the “test” mode,  for most 
chartplotters the SART symbol will 
not be displayed but the text will say 
“test” or “test mode”. 



EPIRB and PLB



➢ Register Beacon
➢ Water Activated
➢ Deployment

(Category 1 or 2)
➢ Test Beacon
➢ Lanyard
➢ 10 Yr Battery  

EPIRB and PLB

➢ Register Beacon
➢ Not Water Activated
➢ Release Antenna
➢ Test Beacon
➢ 5 Yr Battery  



EPIRB with AIS

Remote AND on-scene rescue efforts



DSC Calling
MMSI (Maritime Mobile Service Identity)

Rescue 21



Use
Rescue 

coordination
Satellite Line of sight Note

Satellite messenger person private X 2-way comms

PLB person

government

X

ELT aircraft X

EPIRB marine X

EPRIB w/AIS marine
government & 

on scene
X X

NextGen EPIRB 

w/AIS
marine

government & 

on scene
X X Return link message

AIS MOB Beacon
marine on scene

X

AIS MOB w/ DSC X Adds sound alert

Summary



Life Raft & Survival Equipment
Thank You
Questions


